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TAGS: PPOR EG UR 

SUBJECT: VISIT OP SOVIET TEAM TO DISCUSS CANAL CLEARANCE 
AND RECONSTRUCTION 

1. ON MARCH 29, DEPUTY TASS DIRECTOR YEDRASHNIKOV STATED 
TO EMBOPF THAT SOVIET TEAM PRESENTLY IN EGYPT WAS LOOKING 

INTO POSSIBILITIES OP SUEZ CANAL CLEARANCE AND/OR RECONSTRUCTION. 
YEDRASHNIKOV SAID THAT TEAM NUMBERED 13, WAS LEAD BY AN ADMIRAL 
AND FIVE OTHER MILITARY PERSONNEL INCLUDING A COLONEL AND TWO 
LT COLONELS, MOST OP WHOM WERE SPECIALISTS IN UNDERWATER 
EXPLOSIVES DETECTION AND DISPOSAL. BALANCE OP TEAM WAS MADE 
UP OP CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS. 

2. YEDRASHNIKOV SAID THAT TEAM'S PRIMARY PURPOSE WAS TO PIND 
PROJECTS WHICH THE SOVIET UNION COULD UNDERTAKE TO GIVE 
SEMBLANCE OP PARTICIPATION IN RECONSTRUCTION OF EGYPT. DECISION 
AS TO WHICH PROJECTS WOULD BE LEFT TO MOSCOW, BUT YEDRASHNIKOV 
THOUGHT THAT ONLY RECONSTRUCTION WORK WOULD BE INVOLVED SINCE 
GOE HAD SHOWN LITTLE ENTHUSIASM POR SOVIET HELP IN MINE 
CLEARANCE PROM CANAL. 
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3. YEDRASHNIKOV COMMENTED THAT SOVIET UNION HAD BEEN VERY SLOW 
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OFF THE MARK TO EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES FOR RELATIVELY INEXPENSIVE 
INVOLVEMENT IN ISSUE WITH POTENTIALLY HIGH PROPAGANDA VALUE. 

HE SAID HE THOUGHT THAT DECISION HAD BEENTAKEN IN MOSCOW SOME 
MONTHS AGO TO DO NOTHING EOREGYPT UNTIL GROMYKO COULD VISIT CAIRO 
ANDDETERMINE PROBABLE FUTURE OF EGYYPTIAN/SOVIET RELATIONSHIP. 

EILTS 
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